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The Church of Christ, the careful and watchful 
guardian of the doctrines deposited in her 
charge, never changes anything in them, never 
diminishes, never adds, does not cut off what is 
necessary, does not add what is superfluous, 
does not lose her own, does not appropriate 
what is another's, but while dealing faithfully 
and judiciously with ancient doctrine keeps this 
one object carefully in view: If there be any- 
thing which antiquity has left shapeless and 
rudimentary, to fashion and polish it; if any- 
thing is already reduced to shape and devel- 
oped, to consolidate and strengthen it; if any 
already ratified and defined, to keep and guard 
it. Finally, what other object have the Councils 
ever aimed at in their decrees, than to provide 
that that which was before believed in simplic- 
ity should in future be believed intelligently, 
that what was before preached coldly should in 
future be preached earnestly, that what was 
before practiced negligently should thencefor- 
_ward be practiced with double solicitude? This, 
I say, is what the Catholic Church, roused by 
the novelties of the heretics, has accomplished 
by the decrees of her Councils — this, and 


nothing else, she has thenceforward consigned 


to posterity in writing what she had received 
from the olden times only by tradition, com- 
prising a great amount of matter in a few words, 
and often, for the better understanding, desig- 
nating an old article of the faith by the charac- 
teristic of a new name. 


— St. Vincent of Lérins 
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THE HOLY MARTYR JAMES THE PERSIAN 
WHOM THE CHURCH CELEBRATES ON NOVEMBER 27 


James, the Greatmartyr of Christ, was a native of 
Persia. He lived at the time of the pious Kings 
Arcadius and Honorius, the sons of the Great 
Theodosius, who ruled circa 395 A.D. He lived in 
Vethiavan Persia, situated in the land of Eluzeesion. 
At that time Isdigerdis I and Bahram V, his son, ruled 
over the Persians. They were cruel and merciless men 
who forced the Christians to worship the senseless 
idols as they did. James was a man of means and 
performed a vital service to the nation. He was 
honored and beloved by all, as he was wealthy, wise 
and virtuous. Wherefore, he was first in the palace, 
and the king loved him dearly. He bestowed upon 
him valuable and numerous gifts. The king and his 
son displayed so much love for James that they treated 
him asa brother— but this was so that they might lure 
him into iniquity. James was a Christian from his 
childhood, as were his parents and wife. These rogues 
tried to estrange him with gifts and bribes. They chose 
to be good-natured at first, to try to persuade him with 
kindness, rather than with threats and violence. James 
resisted at first, but was overwhelmed by the efforts, 
and alas! he succumbed. He denied the Lord Jesus 
Christ and worshipped the demons. He became one 
in spirit with the king. 

But do not lose hope; gather strength in your 
heart. Because just as one drop of water drips continu- 
ally on the marble to perforate it, so are the gifts and 
favors able to convert the pious soul with ease and 
quickness; thus did the ever-memorable one have the 
solid rock of his faith permeated. But listen to the 
outcome so as to receive exultation and joy, that God 
does not abandon, but raises the fallen and illuminates 
the way of the blind. 

It was heard around the land that James had 
denied Christ. This news came to the ears of his 
mother and spouse, who were deeply wounded upon 
hearing these unexpected words. Since they were not 
present to reprimand him, they sent him a letter. 

“It was not proper to your nobility to exchange 
deception for the truth; to forfeit the faith for the 
honor of men and unjust rewards, which pass by as a 
dream and disperse as smoke; and to choose the 
perishable and temporal kingdom, and abandon 


immortality and eternity. For this transgression you 


have elected to be cast into the billows of hell and 
endless fire. You, who are unworthy of His love, 
denied Christ in order to gain one man’s favor. O 
what mindlessness! What do you hope to gain 
when you go in their company to damnation? We 
have been greatly distressed by you and have shed 
many tears and with all our hearts we pray to the 
true God not to desert you, but to accept your 
return. So recognize the mischief that you have 
caused, to become a son of darkness, instead of son 
of light, which you were formerly. Rise up and 


" return again to godliness. And if you do not repent 


speedily, know this: youno longer have any kinship 
with us, but we shall beas aliens to you, and you will 
inherit nothing from us and will be completely 
separated from our ranks. The light does not share 


_ darkness, nor the faithful, the unbelievers. So make 


a good repentance. Whereas you trespassed 
gravely, the Master, Whom you denied, will receive 
you with open arms and triumph. If you disdain 
our advice and tears, when you reach the divine 
judge, you will suffer eternal punishment and your 
tears will be in vain.” , 

These things James read in the letter, and he 
remained in shock; it was a rude awakening, realiz- 
ing the treasure of which he was deprived. and the 
evil into which he had fallen. He cried bitterly and 
repented and beat his breast, lamenting and crying 
before the Master to forgive the iniquity, as He is 
compassionate. In imitation of Manasseh and 
Peter's repentance, he studied the Scriptures and 
recalled the bitter punishments. He was notable to 
restrain the tears, and it was evident he repented of 
his former transgression. Wherefore certain ob- 
servers perceived and learned the reason for his 
remorse. They reported him to the king. The 
king’s heart was wounded on hearing such things. 
Infuriated, he summoned James for questioning 
and inquired if he were a Nazarene. James an- 
swered boldly and eagerly, “Yes, I am a servant of 
my Lord Jesus Christ.” 

The king’s wrath grew, but he remembered their 
previous friendship, so he did not make a spectacle of 
himself. As in preceding times, he tested him with 
promises and lavish gifts; but at other times with 


i <n 


threats of gruesome punishments — to see if 
perchance he would waver. But his hopes were in 
vain; the saint thirsted for martyrdom. 

The blessed James, in order to encourage the 
tyrant to execute him quickly, answered him thus: 
“In vain you labor, attempting to sow wheat and to 
catch the winds in a net. In this way, it is not 
possible any longer to divert me from my beliefs. So 
then, give up any hope, and do not pretend any 
more. Go ahead punish me all you wish; my body 
is yours to torture, but my soul you will not be able 
to turn from God.” 

Again, the king tempted him with offers to 
ensnare him. Hiding his anger, he said to him with 
feigned love, “James, pity your body and your blos- 
soming youth; remember our good friendship. Be 
not deprived of the pleasures in this good life, in 
order to receive harsh pains and the bitterest death 
for an uncertain hope. I promise you that you will 
have wealth and power in my kingdom, greater than 
before. Yes, my beloved and dearest friend, I entreat 
you not to have contempt for our great friendship 
and appear ungrateful before me, because if you 
disobey, it will be necessary that you be taught a 
lesson. But do not think that I will be lenient later, 
as L will alter the love that I have for you now to hatred 
that is commensurate with your ingratitude. I will 
deliver you to unheard of horrors.” 

“O king, do not waste time importunely. Do not 
frighten me with threats, nor compliment me de- 
ceivingly with bribes and gifts, because I despise all 
secular joys from my heart, empty fame, corrupting 
wealth and bodily sensuality so that I may inherit the 
true wealth and unspeakable heavenly bliss. Where- 
fore I divest myself of wealth and power, friends and 
relatives, mother, wife and all the pleasures of the 
world. And not only these things, but Iam prepared 
to suffer ten thousand deaths so as not to offend Jesus 
Christ, the fairest among the sons of men, Who 
made the sun, moon and all of creation; and His 
divine will is equal to His power. He who denies 
Him receives endless death.” 

This in addition to other things said the blessed 
James. And the king went into a furious rage, 
realizing it was impossible to change him. Where- 
fore, he took counsel with a certain official, who 
recommended such severity that, upon hearing it, 
the king shuddered. That is: to dissever the joints, 


starting first with the fingers of his hands, and later 
the remainder of the joints. Oh! the inhuman 
decision! What other pitiless tyrant ever showed 
such cruelty to his friend!? O dreadful judgment! 
Whoever heard it, felt outrage; not only the faithful 
but even those godless heathen wept at such an 
awful verdict. But our true martyr did not shrink 
upon hearing sucha sentence. He, rather, hastened 
to the stadium with great joy and eagerness. 

A large portion of the population assembled in 
order to witness the horrid sight. Not only people, 
but also the angels and demons were present at this 
mighty contest and violent duel. The angels were 
present in order to assist the saint invisibly to 
receive the crown, and the demons, if possible, to 
prevent him and to frustrate his purpose. Also the 
word of the apostle was fulfilled: “...for we are 
madea spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and 
to men” (I Cor. 4:9). For even the Great Promoter 
of contests and Heavenly King was there and stood 
above him to strengthen him in this match and, in 
the end, to grant him the imperishable crown. As 
the admirable and magnanimous man observed the 
fierce executioners and the forbidding instruments 
with which they were to cut him into pieces, he did 
not fear those forbidding devices. Every kind soul, 
seeing another suffering thus, would feel sorrow 
and pity for him asa man. But he did not show any 
gloom and never uttered anything foul, nor did he 
suffer to do anything unworthy of his valor. But as 
if his flesh were senseless, he stood with a joyous 
glance and cheerful face. . 

The executioners tied his hands and feet and 
after, they placed his right arm on the anvil, saying 
to him, “Behold what will happen to you for your 
disobedience. We have been instructed to cut off 
your members one by one: your fingers, hands, feet, 
arms, ankles, knees and finally your head. There- 
fore, reason before you taste these horrors and do 
that which if for your own good, for there is no 
repentance afterwards.” 

Some of his friends and acquaintances im- 
plored him to have pity on himself and avoid such 
a horrendous death. The saint answered them, 
“Weep not for me, O wretched ones, but lament for 
yourselves and your children, as you will go to 
eternal damnation with your gods for these tempo- 
ral pleasures. I though, for a day’s pain, will inherit 


a 


the Kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ and also 
indescribable joy and everlasting peace.” 

After saying this, he noticed that the execution- 
ers were readying their implements to cut off his 
limbs. Thus, he asked time to say a prayer to the 
Lord. He prayed that He would strengthen and 
assist him to complete the contest and receive the 
crown of martyrdom. 

As they began the martyrdom, the executioners 
cut off his thumb. And he turned toward heaven 
and said: “O Lord Jesus Christ, the Help ofall those 
who are helpless, the Hope of all the hopeless, and 
the Strength of the weak: receive the first branch of 
this tree by Thy mercy. For as the vineyard gives 
forth leaves even when it is trimmed, thus will I 
appear before Thy judgment seat, safe and upright 
on the Day of Resurrection.” 

When they cut off his second finger, he said, 
“Receive, O Lord, the second branch of the tree that 
Thy right hand hath planted.” His face was joyous 
and festive, as if he perceived our Lord’s future 
endowments. Then, they cut off his third finger, 
and he said, “With the three youths in the furnace, 
I sing to Thee and honor Thee, O Lord; with the 
choirs of martyrs, I sing praises to Thy holy name.” 
As they cut off his fourth and fifth fingers, his 
mouth was filled with praise, and he said, “In my 
five senses I bless Thee, O Lord; wherefore, receive 
the good pains of my right hand as a blessed fruit, 
O Master.” Then they severed the fingers of his left 
hand, one by one, and he was grateful at each, 
saying an appropriate praise and hymn. 


Certain of his friends who stood by said to him, ° 


crying bitterly: “Beloved brother, have pity upon 
yourself, for they will administer upon you an evil 
death, and in losing your life, you will be deprived 
of your mother, wife, and the rest of life’s enjoy- 
ments. Do not grieve for your fingers, as we have 
doctors here capable of curing them. You have 
sufficient wealth and do not require the use of your 
hands. So listen to us, for your own good, and just 
say one small word with your mouth, so that it will 
appear as if you obeyed the king’s command. 
Thereby, you will be delivered from the evil tortur- 
ers. But in your heart, you believe in God and, 
when you return again to your country, you can 
repent and ask forgiveness of Him.” 


And he answered them: “God forbid! I will not 
commit such a pretense. One cannot serve two 
masters. Whosoever puts his hand to the plough 
and turns back is not worthy of the heavenly bliss. 
It is not right for me to love my mother and wife 
more than I love my God and Savior. Whosoever 
does not lift up his cross to follow Christ, is an 
unworthy servant. For these small pains, I go to my 
Master to receive the laurel of martyrdom. There- 
fore, I pray you, do not sorrow for me, but rejoice 
and be glad with me.’ 

As re executioners heard this, they cut et the 
toes of his feet one by one, in order to subject him 
to even more pain. But he was firm and adamant, 
thanking them at each toe, singing a hymn. At one 
point he was heard to say, “The afflictions of the 
present are not worthy of the future glory.” At 
other times, he encouraged himself saying, “Why is 
my soul aggrieved?” and many other verses. 

Then, they cut off his feet at the ankles. And 
then they severed them again at the knees. After- 
wards, they mercilessly cut off his hands and arms. 
But the resolute one endured with a great soul, as he 
saw his fingers, hands and legs on the ground. He 
did not utter one angry word at the executioners or 
the judge, but only prayed incessantly, in order to 
comfort and encourage himself, with verses from 
the old Testament, such as, “I will sing unto the 
Lord throughout my life, I will chant to my God for 
as long as I have my being. May my words be sweet 
unto Him, and I will rejoice in the Lord.” 

Behold a true martyr’s valor! Behold Thy 
wonders, O, Christ King! How did the invincible 
one withstand such rigorous pains and afflictions? 
O you listeners, were you not awestruck? Or was 
your soul not grieved at the sight of such an 
unprecedented duel? All those who were present at 
this fearful sight — the faithful and even the 
idolaters felt pity. Only that unbending soul and 
friend of Christ did not weep, but withstood those 
terrifying and awful tortures with a serene and 
upright face. For such is the love of God — when 
it possesses a noble soul, it empowers it to overcome 
nature and not to fear pains and punishments. 
Without this power, it would have been impossible 
for him to bear so many tortures as did the others 
who, for the loss of an arm or leg, died instantly, 
being unable to bear the implacable pain. But the 


cals Seat 


praiseworthy and blessed one did not experience 
three or ten deaths, but twenty or thirty. The 
audience fainted and the executioners grew weary. 
The demons, having been vanquished, were 
horror-stricken and panicked. The angels mar- 
veled. But he that endured seemed joyous and his 
eye was not morbid but cheerful and he looked 
merry rather than dismembered. 

Then they cut off the thighs of the martyr, and 
the pain was so severe that he cried out saying, 
“Christ help me.” And the executioners said to him: 
“Did we not tell you that you will suffer extreme 
pains and agonies, and you did not believe us? Now 
ask your God to save you from these horrors. And he 
answered: “I do notask Christ to rescue me from the 
torments, but to strengthen me till the end so that I 
may receive the laurel, O senseless ones. | felt pain in 
order to prove that Iam in the flesh. But earlier my 
mind was in my Lord Jesus Christ, Who lessened my 
pains, and I did not feel anything. Truly, just as the 
anvil is struck by the hammer and feels nothing, also 
I felt nothing, as I was being tormented. Therefore, 
Ithank my Godand beg of you not to feel sad for me, 
but do dissolve this old structure, that a new and 
brighter one will be raised up. Since you have cut off 
the branches, do no hesitate to chop down the tree 
also, that I may receive the heavenly bliss. For just as 
a deer wishes to reach the rivers of water, so I desire 
in death to attain my Creator.” 

Even though he was dismembered thus, the 
invincible one safeguarded his piety and won tro- 
phies against all of them, with the aid of the Holy 
Spirit and his unsurpassed desire. He remained, 
therefore, only with his head and torso, a dreadful 
sight to behold. Alas! But the villainous rulers, seeing 
that, even though he was dismembered, he was not 
afraid, but, rather, they were frightened. They had 
no further hope for him, so they ordered that his 
honored head be cut off, as the other members of his 
body. They ordered this, not because of any merciful 
sentiments or sympathy, but from their excessive 
shame, so that it would not seem that James defeated 
them, dismembered thus, and that the invisible 
power of God might not be manifested in the saint. 

After the decision, the saint was solaced some- 


what. He moved his honored head with difficulty, 


and prayed thus: “O Lord, Father Almighty and 
Lord Jesus Christ and Most Holy Spirit, I thank 
Thee that Thou hast enabled me to endure these 
trials for Thy holy name. But pray Thee, make me 
worthy to complete this contest, for ‘the fires of hell 
came round about me’ (LXX, Psalm 17:5). They 
have severed all my limbs. I have no legs to stand 
onand worship Thy majesty, nor hands to lift up to 
heaven to pray and call Thy name. They left me 
neither knees, nor arms, the merciless ones, but I 
remain as a branchless tree without roots. There- 
fore, I beseech Thee, O Most Holy King, abandon 
not Thy servant, but take my soul out of the prison. 
of my body, and place it among Thy holy martyrs, 
so that we may glorify forever Thy majesty in the 
ages to come. Amen.” 

After he said these things, they cut off his 
honorable head, and thus he achieved all those 
indescribable blessings: that “Eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of 
man, the things which God hath prepared for them 
that love Him” (I Cor. 2:9). 

If then, as St. Paul says, each one of us will 
receive a reward according to his own labor, how 
great will be his reward, who died a myriad of deaths 
and witnessed suffering above all human endur- 
ance? Inall truth, just as the pains and anguish were 
severe so will the pleasures be painless, the rewards 
countless, the delights unspeakable and the crowns 
glorious. The blessed James received his martyr- 
dom in Babylon, on Friday, November 27". Im- 
mediately afterwards, certain devout Christians 
approached the guards and offered them money in 
order to permit them to take part of his holy relics. 
But for fear of the king, they refused to doso. Then 
the pious ones left, as if to depart, but actually they 
hid in an enclosure and waited till dark to secure at 
least a part of the relics. And as the night wore on, 
the guards fell asleep; the pious Christians crept 
quietly forward and carried away the precious relics 
of the martyr. They buried them devoutly and with 
honor, as an everlasting memorial and remem- 
brance to the glory and praise of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to whom are due honor and worship, to- 
gether with the Father and the all-Holy Life-giving 
Spirit, now and ever and unto the ages. Amen’ 


Translated by Leo Papadopulos from The Great Synaxaristes. Athens. Matthew Lagges, publisher. 1979, 
Vol. XI, pp. 677-85. Copyright 1982. Revised 2004. All rights reserved. 
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HOLY ZEAL | 
ARCHBISHOP AVERKY OF JORDANVILLE 


In our confused days, when a hundred conflicting 


voices claim to speak for Orthodoxy, it is essential to. 


know whom one can trust as spokesmen for true 
Orthodoxy. It is not enough to claim to speak for 
Patristic Orthodoxy; one must be in the genuine 
tradition of the Holy Fathers, not.merely “rediscover- 
ing” them in a modern academy or seminary, but 
actually receiving their tradition from one’s own 
fathers. A merely clever explainer of the Patristic 
doctrine is not in this tradition, but only one who, not 
trusting his own judgment or that of his peers, is 
constantly asking of his own fathers what is the proper 
approach to and understanding of the Holy Fathers. 
Archbishop Averky, Abbot of Holy Trinity Mon- 
astery and now marking his.25" year as rector of Holy 
Trinity Seminary, is in this genuine Patristic tradition 
as few other living Orthodox fathers. A disciple of the 
great 20"-century theologian and holy hierarch, Arch- 
bishop Theophanes of Poltava (71940), Archbishop 
Averky is a bearer and transmitter, in a direct and 
unbroken line of Orthodox theologians, of the genuine 
Patristic doctrine which is in danger of being eclipsed 
by today’s generation of Western-educated proud 
“young theologians”. In recent years his voice has 
resounded and thundered as never before in the pages 
of Orthodox Russia as he strives to give the true 
Orthodox teaching to Orthodox Christians who are 
rapidly losing the salt of Orthodoxy. His excellent 
article on “Christianity and Orthodoxy,” showing the 
solidarity of True-Orthodox Christians today in Rus- 
sia, Greece, and the Diaspora, has already been 
printed in English (see Orthodox Life, May-June, 
1975). Inthe article that follows he gives the authentic 
Orthodox teaching on holy zeal, as against those who 
fall short of it and make senseless compromises with the 
fashions of this world, as well as against those who err 
onthe “right” side, by inexperience or immaturity, and 
quote canons and Fathers without understanding the 


spirit behind them. 


(Preface from the orignal printing of this 
translation in Orthodox Word) 


I am come to send fire on the earth, and what 


will I, but that it be already kindled? [Lk 12:49] 


The chief thing in Christianity, according to 
the clear teaching of the Word of God, is the fire of 
Divine zeal, zeal for God and His glory — the holy 
zeal which alone is able to inspire man in labors and 
struggles pleasing to God, and without which there 
is no authentic spiritual life and there is not and 
cannot be any true Christianity. Without this holy 
zeal Christians are “Christians” in name only: they 
only “have a name that they live,” but in reality 
“they are dead,” as was said to the holy Seer of 
Mysteries John (Apoc. 3:1). True spiritual zeal is 
expressed, first of all, in zeal for God’s glory, which 
is taught us in the words of the Lord’s Prayer which 
stand at its very beginning: 

Hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, 


Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 


Those who are zealous for God’s glory them- 
selves glorify God with their whole heart — both in 
thought and feeling, both by words and deeds and 
with their whole life-— and naturally desire that all 
other people should glorify God also in the same 
way, and therefore they cannot, of course, endure 
with indifference when in their presence, in some 
way or other, the name of God is blasphemed or 
holy things are mocked. Being zealous for God, 
they sincerely strive to please God themselves and 
serve Him alone with all the power of their being, 
and they are ready to forget themselves all the way 
to sacrificing their very life in order to bring all men 
to the pleasing and the service of God. They cannot 
calmly listen to blasphemy, and therefore they 
cannot support communion with and have friend- 
ship with blasphemers and mockers of the Name of 
God and despisers of holy things. 

A striking and extremely clear example of such 
fiery zeal for God’s glory comes to us from the 
depths of antiquity of the Old Testament in a great 
Prophet of God, the flaming Elijah, who grieved in 


soul when he saw the apostasy from God of his 
people, led by the impious King Ahab, who intro- 
duced into Israel the pagan worship of Baal in place 
of the true God. 

Thave been very jealous for the Lord God Almighty 
--- thus did he exclaim many times, expressing his 
grief — because the children of Israel have forsaken 
Thee: they have dug down Thine altars, and have slain 
Thy prophets with the sword, and I only am left, and 
they seek my life to take it (3 Kings 19:10). 

And behold, this holy zeal aroused him, by the 
power of the grace of God which reposed on him, 
as a chastisement of Israel which had apostatized 
from God, to “close heaven” (3 Kings 17:1; 18:42- 
45; James 5:17-18). so that there was neither rain 
nor dew for three years and six months. 

~ This same zeal later aroused Elijah to slay the 
false prophets and priests of Baal, after the miracu- 
lous descent of the fire from heaven on Mt. Carmel, 
so that these deceivers might no longer turn the 
sons of Israel away from the true worship of God 
(3 Kings 18:40). 

By the power of the same Divine zeal, St. Elijah 
brought down fire from heaven, which burned the 
captains and their fifties, which had been sent by 
the king to seize him (4 Kings 1 :9-14). 

That all this was in reality holy zeal which was 
pleasing to God is testified to by the fact that the 
Holy Prophet Elijah did not die the usual death of 
ali men, but was miraculously raised up to heaven 
in a chariot of fire, as if signifying his authentically 
fiery zeal for God (4 Kings 2:10-12). 

Buteven then, in the severe Old Testament, the 
Lord Himself showed to His true servant that one 
can have recourse to such severe measures only in 
extreme cases, for the Lord was not in the great and 
strong wind rending the mountains and crushing the 
rocks, and not in the earthquake, and not in the fire, 
but in the voice ofa gentle breeze (3 Kings 19:11-12). 

This is why, when James and John, who were 
especially fervent in their zeal for the glory of their 
Divine Teacher, wished to bring down fire from 
heaven, imitating the Holy Prophet Elijah, so as to 
punish the Samaritans who did not desire to receive 
Him when He was walking through the Samaritan 
village to Jerusalem, the Lord forbade them to do 


this, saying: Ye know not of what spirit ye are, for the 
Son of Man came not to destroy the souls of men, but 
to save (Luke 9:51-56). 

And nevertheless (let immoderate lovers of 
peace pay heed!), the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, 
Who said, Learn of Me, for lam meek and humble of 
heart (Matt. 11 :29), found it sometimes necessary 
to manifest great strictness and have recourse to 
severe measures, teaching us also by this very fact, 
that meekness and humility do not mean 
spinelessness and should not yield before manifest 
evil, and that a true Christian should be far from 
sugar-sweet sentimentality and should ‘not step 
away in the face of evil which presumptuously raises 
its head, but should always be uncompromising 
towards evil, fighting with it by al] measures and 
means available to him, in order decisively to cut off 
the spread and strengthening of evil among men. 

Let us recall with what harsh accusatory words 
the Lord addressed the spiritual leaders of the 
Hebrew people, the scribes and Pharisees, con- 
demning them for hypocrisy and lawlessness: Woe 
to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!and threaten- 
ing them with God’s judgment (Mart. 23:29). 

And when words turned out to be insufficient, 
He applied action against the lawless ones in very 
deed. Thus, finding that in the Temple they were 
selling oxen and sheep and doves, and money- 
changers were sitting, when He had made as it were 
a scourge of little cords, He drove them all out of the 
Temple, the sheep also and the oxen, and the money of 
the changers'He poured out, and the tables He over- 
threw (John 2:14-15; Matt. 21:12-13). 

And we know many other examples from sa- 
cred and Church history when mere words of 
persuasion turned out to be insufficient, and in 
order to cut off evil it was necessary to have recourse 
to more severe measures and decisive acts. 

But it is essential that in such cases there should 
really be in a person only pure and holy zeal for God's 
glory, without any admixture of self-love or any other 
strivings of human passions which only hide themselves - 
behind a supposedly holy zeal for God! 

In the history of the Church, the great hierarch 
of Christ Nicholas the Wonderworker, Archbishop 


of Myra in Lycia, whose memory we celebrate on 


December 6" according to our Orthodox calendar, 
has become glorious by just such an authentically 
holy zeal, with a decisive irreconcilability towards 
evil. Who does not know this wondrous hierarch of 
Christ? 

The most characteristic feature of St. Nicholas, 
which has given him such glory, is his extraordinary 
Christian mercy; the simple Russian people usually 
calls him “Nicholas the Merciful”, a title based on 
the facts of his life and the numberless cases of his 
help to men. 

But once this great hierarch, so glorious for his 
mercy toward his neighbor, performed an act 
which disturbed many and continues to disturb 
them even now, even though its authenticity is 
witnessed by the Church tradition contained in our 
iconography and Divine services. 

According to tradition, St. Nicholas took part 
in the First Ecumenical Council in Nicza, which 
brought forth a condemnation of the heretic Arius, 
who denied the Divinity of the Second Person of 
the Holy Trinity, the Son of God. During the 
disputes which occurred in connection with this, 
St. Nicholas could not listen with indifference to 
the blasphemous speeches of the arrogant heretic 
Arius, possessed by pride, who demeaned the Di- 
vine dignity of the Son of God, and before the 
whole Council he struck him in the face with his 
hand. This evoked such a general consternation 
that the Fathers of the Council decreed that the 
bold hierarch be deprived of hierarchal rank. Butin 
that very night they were made to understand by a 
wondrous vision: they saw how the Lord Jesus 
Christ gave St. Nicholas His Holy Gospel, and the 
Most Pure Mother of God placed upon his shoul- 
ders the episcopal omophorion. And then they 
understood that St. Nicholas was guided in his act 
not by any evil, passionately sinful motives, but 
solely by pure, holy zeal for God's glory. And they 
forgave the hierarch, abrogating their sentence 
against him. 

By citing sucha picturesque example, we do not 
in the least wish to say that every one of us can or 
should follow this example /iterally: for this one 
must be himself just as great a holy hierarch as St. 
Nicholas. But this should absolutely convince us 


that we do not dare to remain indifferent or be 
unconcerned about the manifestations of evil in the 
world, especially when the matter is one of God’s 
glory, of our Holy Faith and Church. Here we must 
show ourselves to be completely uncompromising, 
and we do not dare enter into any sort of cunning 
compromises or any reconciliation, even purely 
outward, or into any kind whatever of agreement 
with evil. To our personal enemies, according to 
Christ’s commandment, we must forgive every- 
thing; but with the enemies of God we cannot have 
peace! Friendship with the enemies of God makes 
us ourselves the enemies of God: this is a betrayal 
and treason towards God, under whatever well- 
seeming pretexts it might be done, and here no kind 
of cunning or skillful self-justification can help us! 

It is interesting to note how displeasing this act 
of St. Nicholas is to all the contemporary 
consenters to evil, these propagandists of a false 
° Christian love” which is prepared to be reconciled 
not only with heretics, persecutors of the Faith and 
the Church, but even with the devil himself, in the 
name of “universal love” and “the union of all” — 
slogans which have become so fashionable in our 
days. For the sake of this, these consents strive even 
to refute the very fact of the participation of St. 
Nicholas in the First Ecumenical Council, even 
though this fact is accepted by our Holy Church 
and therefore must be respected by all of us as 
reliable. 

All of this happens, of course, because among 
contemporary people, even those who call them- 
selves “Christians,” there is no longer an authentic 
holy zeal for God and His glory, there is no zeal for 
Christ our Savior, zeal for the Holy Church and for 
every holy thing of God. In place of this there 
prevails a /ukewarm indifference, an indifferent atti- 
tude to everything except one’s own earthly well- 
being, with a forgetfulness of the just judgment of 
God which unfailingly awaits all of us, and of the 
eternity which will be revealed after death. 

And without this holy zeal, as we emphasized 
at the beginning, there is no true Christianity, no 
authentic spiritual life — life in Christ. That is why 
this has been replaced now by all kinds of cheap 


surrogates, at times quite low ones, which however 


often answer to the tastes and attitudes of contem- 
porary man. And therefore such pseudo- 
Christians, skillfully covering up their spiritual 
emptiness by hypocrisy, often have great success in 
contemporary society, from which authentic spiri- 
tuality has been rinsed out; while authentic zealots 
of God’s glory are despised and persecuted as “dif 
ficulz people,” “intolerant fanatics,” “people who 
are behind the times.” 

And thus even now before our eyes is occurring 
the “winnowing”: some will remain with Christ to 
the end, and some will easily and naturally join the 
camp of His opponent, Antichrist, especially when 
the hour of threatening trials will come for our 
faith, when precisely it will be necessary to show in 
all its fullness the whole power of our holy zeal, 
which is abhorred by many as “fanaticism.” 

Butat the same time one should not forget that, 
besides true holy zeal, there is also a zeal without 
understanding — zeal which loses its value because 
of the absence in it of a most important Christian 
virtue: discernment, and therefore, in place of profit 
can bring harm. 

And there is likewise a false, lying zeal, behind the 
mask of which is concealed the foaming of ordinary 
human passions — most frequently pride, love of 
power and honor, and the interests of a party politics 
like that which plays the leading role in political 
struggles, and for which there can be no place in 
spiritual life, in public Church life, but which unfor- 
tunately is often to be encountered in our time and 
is a chief instigator of every imaginable quarrel and 
disturbance in the Church, the managers and insti- 
gators of which often hide themselves behind some 
kind of supposed idealism, but in reality pursue only 
their own personal aims, striving to please not God 
but their own self-concern, and being zealous not for 
God’s glory but for their own glory and the glory of 
the colleagues and partisans of their party. 


All or this, it goes without saying, is profoundly 
foreign to true holy zeal, hostile to it, is sinful and 
criminal, for it only compromises our Holy Faith 
and Church! 

And so, the choice is before us: are we with 
Christ or Antichrist? 

The time is near (Apoc. 22 :10) — thus did even 
the holy Apostles warn us Christians. And if it was 
“near” then, in Apostolic times, how much 
“nearer” has it become now, in our ominous days 
of manifest apostasy from Christ and persecution 
against our Holy Faith and Church?! 

And if we firmly resolve in these fateful days to 
remain with Christ, not in words only but in deeds 
as well, it is absolutely indispensable right now, 
without putting it off, to break off every bond of 
friendship, every form of communion with the 
servants of the approaching Antichrist, who has 
enlisted so many of them in the contemporary 
world, under lying pretexts of “universal peace” 
and “prosperity”; and especially must one free 
oneself unconditionally from every subservience 
to them and dependence on them, even if this 
might be bound up with detriment to our earthly 
well-being or even with danger for our earthly life 
itself. 

Eternity is more important than our brief exist- 
ence on earth, and it is precisely for it that we must 
prepare ourselves! 

And therefore, only zeal for God, for Christ, 
without any admixture of any kind of slyness or 
ambiguous cunning POLITICS, must guide us in all 
deeds and actions. 

Otherwise, a stern sentence threatens us: Be- 
cause thou art neither hot nor cold, T will vomit thee 


out of My mouth (Apoc. 3: 16). 


Be zealous, therefore, and repent! (Apoc, 3:19). 


Amen. 


Translated from St. Elijah Publications, “Faith and Life”, No. 10, 1975. Appeared in Orthodox Word, 
May-June 1975, St. Herman of Alaska Brotherhood, Platina, CA. 
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IS THERE GRACE...? 


(EDITORIAL) 


We often hear the question posed as to whether 
or not “there is Grace” — usually in the Moscow 
Patriarchate. Wisely, the hierarchs of the Russian 
Orthodox Church Outside Russia have never spo- 
ken with respect to this question. One of them, 
Bishop Daniel of Erie, spoke about it — to say that 
it was a falsely posed and probably unanswerable 
question. 

The Scriptural response would seem to be quite 
clear. The Lord said: “The wind bloweth where it 
listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but 
canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it 
goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.” 
{Bear in mind that the Greek word for “wind” is the 
same as for “Spirit”.] (John 3:8) 

We cannot ever categorically state that the 
Holy Spirit is zot anyplace — not even outside the 
confines of what is loosely known as “Christianity”. 
Much less can we say that it is wot present within the 
(spiritual) boundaries of what we call the Moscow 
Patriarchate — or the heretical church of Rome, or 
any other even marginally “Christian” body. 

The question was posed “Is the Grace of God 
Present in the Soviet Church?” by Prof. LM. 
Andreyev in the book of the same title (Monastery 
Press, Wildwood AB Canada, 2000). His exhaus- 
tive answer reaches a largely (even if not categori- 
cally) negative conclusion. 

But the question is posed in quite another 
fashion by Dr. Timothy Clader in the address 
published in the preceding issue of Living Ortho- 
doxy (#155, XXVI 5, Sept-Oct 2006). He asks 
“whether we can say categorically and with God’s 
authority that the Moscow Patriarchate has grace.” 
(p. 21) To pose the question thus puts it in quite 
a different light. 

We may find the Holy Spirit anywhere, and 
should always be ready to recognize the “manifest 


works”, even if in unexpected contexts. But when 
it comes to the life of the Church, Holy, Catholic, 
Apostolic and Orthodox, we can and must expect 
far more — that we willfind the Holy Spirit present 
in the Holy Mysteries, without question; that we 
will find Him present in the legitimate Councils of 
the Church, despite the sinfulness of the human 


beings who there serve. 


Can we say this of the Church of Rome, even 
though it has bishops, priests, “sacraments”, and at 
least in some respects a superficial resemblance to 
the Orthodox Church. We cannot. 

Could the true Church have said this of those 
parts of herself which fell into separation in the 
Aryan heresy, teaching that Jesus the Christ was not 
in truth the Son of God, but only the greatest of 
God’s creation? Decidedly not. 

More to the point at the moment, can we say it 
of the “Russian Orthodox Church”, of which the 
“Moscow Patriarchate” is the administrative entity 
— and, at least in principle, the spiritual authority 
and guide. Both Prof. Andreyev in his writings a 


_ half-century ago and Dr. Clader in the recent past 


feel compelled by the data to answer in the negative: 
we cannot be assured of the universal presence of 
the Holy Spirit, the Grace of God, in this body 
conceived and nurtured and controlled, until very 
recently, by an atheistic, God-hating state, which 
oversaw its every appointment and “consecration”. 
It is precisely those who were put in place by the 
Soviet state who continue to direct the policies of 
the Moscow Patriarchate, to make decisions as to 
who shall be appointed and “ordained” to what 
office. , 

Can this change? Yes, by the Grace of God. 
Has it changed? We have no convincing evidence 
to that effect. 

God help us! 


— | 


ON CHURCH DIVISIONS 
BLESSED METROPOLITAN PHILARET OF NEW YORK 


St. Basil the Great is a strict, demanding hier- 
arch with a firm hand, an inspired defender and 
keeper of Church truth and Church canons. How- 
ever, when it came to those who had fallen into 
schism and afterwards returned, the strict Lumi- 
nary would open the gates of the Church enclosure 
to them, attenuating in every way the requirements 
for those wishing to return. St. Basil would modify 
every strictness if only it would bring the lost sheep 
home. 

Buthis tone decisively changes when those who 
had split off persisted and remained in that state. 
Then St. Basil states: “A schism which persists 
stubbornly and at length should be viewed as ap- 
proaching real heresy; therefore such schismatics 
must be viewed as heretics, i.e. there should be no 
interaction with them.” Here is the judgment of St. 
John Chrysostom: “Nothing offends God greater 
than division of the Church, for even ifyou perform 
a thousand good deeds, you will be subject to no 
lesser judgment than those who scourged the body 
of Christ. If we sever the wholeness of the Church, 
such a sin cannot be expiated even by martyric 
blood. What I have spoken is directed at those who 
indiscriminately join those who separate them- 
selves from the Church.” How difficult and sor- 
rowful it is to hear: “I attend any church I please. 
It does not matter that the hierarchs and priests 
don’t get along; it makes no difference to me since 
there is One God and One Church.” But look what 
Chrysostom says: “What I have spoken is directed 
at those who indiscriminately join those people 
who separate themselves from the Church. If those 
who have become separate adhere to dogmas con- 
trary to ours, i.e. they have distorted the faith itself, 
then it is clear that we must no longer have any 
interaction with them.” In some cases they say that 
these churches teach as we do, that we have every- 
thing in common andall of itis correct. “But if they 
think the same as do we, then we must avoid them 
all the more!” said Chrysostom. Why is this so? 
Because this is the infirmity of vainglory. 


This was the case, for instance, in both of our 
schisms: Metropolitan Platon and Metropolitan 
Evlogy did not wish to submit to the Synod of 
Bishops. They say they have the same faith and 
according to that faith they are as Orthodox as we. 
If this is so, then why are they not with us? The 
Lord is One, there is one faith, one baptism, one 
truth — not two graces, not two truths: if they are 
in the right, then we are in the wrong; but if we 
are in the right, then they are in the wrong. There 
are not two graces, Christ did not divide the 
Church. If they have left us and become separate 
because they consider us to be incorrect, then 
there must be one of two outcomes: either they 
have lost grace by separating from us and therefore 
have none, or they have taken it with them away 
from us in which case we are without grace. How 
can people not understand this? 
appears to be the same, it all looks the same, and 
they say: 


The service 


“God is One, so to us there is no 
difference: the service is the same as over there.” 
Once in Harbin, someone said to a priest: 
“Batiushka, why shouldn’tI go there? They serve 
the same as we do, I can pray there as well, they 
have absolutely the same prayers and order, and 
everything in general.” Then the priest took two 
50 cent coins from his pocket and says: “Look, 
they are exactly the same, but one is real and the 
other is counterfeit. According to you, ifa peasant 
becomes literate, he can make his own church, sew 
his own vestments, and begin serving the same 
way we do, then does that mean he is a lawful 
batiushka? Does that mean that those will be 
genuine prayers and genuine mysteries?” To this 
Chrysostom says: “If we are in the right, that 
means they are in the wrong, but if they are in the 
right, then we are in the wrong.” 

You have probably read Metropolitan Iriney’s 
response to our address in the newspapers. This is 
the response of the American Metropolia to the 
Sobor’s letter. Previously, the American 
Metropolia had still called itself Russian, but now 


they even refuse to do this, stating, “we are NOT 
part of the Russian Church.” Metropolitan Iriney 
writes that we are on different paths, that we have 
too many differences, and therefore we should just 
pray together, that the spirit of Christian love calls 
us to concelebrate and pray together. When I read 
all these flowery phrases, it was very depressing and 
unpleasant — for we know the true state of affairs, 
while all along they have been attempting to clam- 
ber up onto a position of benefit for themselves. 
We are speaking about the real state of affairs, for 
there are still too many essential differences of 
opinion preventing an instant union without first 
resolving the differences! Yet they say, set the 
differences aside and let’s just concelebrate and pray 
together since we are of one faith! Undoubtedly 
many are comfortable with this, not among the 
faithful children of the Church Abroad since they 
fully understand the issue at hand, but among the 
silent majority. 
Having received our response in which we 
essentially are insisting on our previous proposal to 
meet and deliberate the differences fundamentally, 
Metropolitan Iriney wrote me the following: 
“Your letter of January 31* absolutely clearly 
indicates that our proposal to first of all restore joint 
prayer, thereby paving the road to overcoming 
church division, is rejected by you. Meanwhile, as 
you reject it, you place the responsibility for this on 
us. You call my letter to you “polemically charged” 
and that in and of itself it is indicative of the lack of 
common grounds for unity. All the while, the focus 
of my letter was an appeal and proposal for rap- 
prochement: to begin not with polemicizing, but 
with prayer, acquiring God’s grace-filled aid. I 
permit myself to remind you of my words: ‘Our 
division, caused by the tragic upheaval of our era, 
does not justify the separation in prayer and sacra- 
ment, therefore it is precisely through sacramental 
unity, joining us with Christ and in Him, with each 
other, that we see the only path toward mutual 
understanding and reconciliation.’ There is one 
solution: a return to this basic unity, unity in 
Christ, in Whom we believe, the liberating and 
vivifying strength and joy of common prayer have 
not been violated by all these divergences of 


opinion. Any other path, any other inception will 
indeed be a continuation of the old path and will lead 
only to a greater exacerbation of our differences.” 

Yet, in the holy canons, which he circumvents 
with pious meekness, it states that if you pray with 
those of incorrect dogma, you will be excommuni- 
cated from the Church. But this is not mentioned. 
He then continues: 

“Your Eminence (addressing me), are you in- 
deed interpreting these words conscientiously as 
being ‘polemically charged’? Ifso, then what could 
be the content of our discussions in an atmosphere 
of suspicion and mistrust? How will we judge 
others for ‘living a lie’ unless we first re-establish 
simple truth within ourselves and renounce our 
own crooked ways? And finally, how will we arrive 
at this ifnot through prayer, ifnot through meeting 
each other in Christ? In your initial address to us, 
we heard a decisiveness to make a truly new step: a 
seeking of new paths. And we responded with 
complete genuineness and readiness in two propos- 
als to begin the healing of the most terrible and 
temptation-ridden wound for everyone — the 
division of brothers in the faith, in spirit, in blood 
at the Altar of God. This holy cause needs no 
preliminary clarification; on the contrary, this 
meeting, we need only this meeting in Christ, and 
through that very unity the Universal Church will 
take the next steps! Steps along a new path, instead 
of a torturous stomping in the same spot in an 
inescapable impasse.” 

As I was reading, I recall that finally I figured 
it out: the constant use of flowery phrases about 
how good it is to be together and close saying 
that’s where we should begin, yet stubbornly not 
wishing to recognize that he wants to begin at the 
end. This is what was written in the newspapers. 
I respond to him: 

“Your Eminence, our correspondence 
through the press has reached an impasse and 
there is no point in continuing it, but I feel it is 
necessary to respond to your last letter. Appealing 
to my conscience, you cite an excerpt from your 
previous letter and ask which part of the excerpt 
do I view as ‘polemically charged’? But I don’t see 
that in this excerpt. You did not cite your entire 
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letter which contains completely different expres- 
sions. You persistently avoid the main issue which 
separates us. Which one? You know yourself 
which one. You insistently call for joint prayer. It 
goes without saying that it would be a great joy to 
restore such interaction! But that could begin only 
when the differences are on a personal level; in 
such cases it is clear “let’s make peace and not be 
angry!” But when it comes to differences of a 
principled nature, according to the words of the 
Church: “Let us love one another so that with one 
mind we may confess,” it is imperative to first 
achieve this oneness of mind, and only after it is 
achieved, the joy of the accomplishment is 
crowned by joint prayer. Remember the historical 
hierarchical council meeting: Metropolitan 
Evlogy, Metropolitan Feofil, Metropolitan 
Anastasy, Bishop Dimitri met to discuss differ- 
ences on church matters. They did not start, but 
ended their meeting by concelebrating. In gen- 
eral, throughout the history of the Church there 
has never been concelebration without oneness of 
mind. This is a purely ecumenical, contemporary 
invention. In the ecumenical way of thinking, 
love opens its broad embrace to all. But according 
to the astute and profound observation of the 
editor of “Pravoslavnaya Rus’”, this love intends 
to smother true Orthodoxy to death in its em- 
brace. It is not in vain that the very apostle of love 
says that a man who speaks falsely about the truth 
should not be greeted or received in the home, for 
the one who greets him participates in his evil 
doings. 

When I spoke on this subject with His 
Eminence, the wise and peace-loving Archbishop 
Andrew of Rockland, he spoke so vividly and 
persuasively on this matter that I would like to 
quote his words in their entirety. Vladika Andrey 
says: “I recall an episode in the life of Blessed Ksenia 
of Petersburg. She was particularly popular among 
the merchant class. The merchants noticed that 
every visit from the blessed one brought them 
success in trade. It was the same way with St. John 
of Kronstadt — when he would come to a merchant 
for something, God would send the latter success. 
Once at a certain trade center, some merchants 


managed to acquire several fragrant varieties of the 
best honey from a wealthy estate. They had white 
honey, buckwheat honey and honey from other 
flowers. Each had its own distinctive taste and 
fragrance. When the merchants mixed all these 
varieties together in one barrel, the fragrance and 
taste which resulted were beyond imagination. The 
buyers grabbed up the honey, without care about 
the price. Then suddenly Blessed Ksenia appeared: 
“Don't take it. don’t take it,” she cried, “this honey 
is inedible, it smells putrid!” And she started to 
chase the buyers off. “Matushka, have you gone 
crazy? Don’t get in our way, just look at our profit. 
How can you prove that this honey is inedible?” 
“Tl prove it!” said the blessed one, draping herself 
over the barrel and tipping it over. As the honey 
flowed out onto the roadway, it emitted a sweet 
fragrance. And when all the honey had flowed out, 
everyone screamed in horror and jumped away: on 
the bottom of the barrel lay an enormous dead rat. 
Even those who had paid a high price for the honey 
and were still carrying it in jars, threw it down and 
scattered off. Why, continued Vladika, did I recall 
this case? I will readily answer why I am quoting it 
now: a few days ago an American interested in 
Orthodoxy who had visited all the Orthodox 
churches both in the Soviet Union and in America 
asked me why I, along with an entire group of 
Russian Orthodox people, am not participating in 
the reception for the Patriarchal delegation, and in 
general seem to be avoiding anything to do with 
church life in the Soviet Union, and even here in 
America, we avoid those Orthodox groups which 
have any connection with the Patriarchate? What 
is the matter? Are the dogmas different or the 
mysteries or services different? I gave it some 
thought and responded, says Vladika: No, that is 
not the issue; the faith and the services are the same. 
The Orthodox faith emits a fragrance of its own, 
like a fragrant honey, no matter where it is pro- 
claimed. But if this fragrant honey were to be 
poured into a barrel in which a dead rat is found on 
the bottom, would you want to taste that honey? 
He looked at me, horrified and said, of course not! 
I answered him that, likewise, we avoid everything 
that is connected with communism. For us 
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communism is the same as that dead rat at the 
bottom of the barrel. And even if this barrel were 


filled to the brim with the best aromatic honey — . 


there is no way that we would want that honey! 

Honey is wonderful in and of itself, but in this case 
it has been infected with the poison and stench of 
a corpse. My interlocutor nodded his head silently 


— he had understood.” 


My rhetoric follows: “The main issue which 


divides us is the issue of the Soviet hierarchy, about: 


which you are persistently. silent. The Church 


Abroad will only recognize it as the lawful head of . 


the suffering Russian Church when it will reject the 
shameful, ceatble declaration of . Metropolitan 
Sergius with complete resoluteness, when it departs 
orn its perditious path and embarks on the path of 
Church truth, protecting it fearlessly and openly. 


The shameful blemish must be washed away. Until — 


this happens it remains under the omophorion of 
the theomachistic regime, not daring to make a step 
without the regime’s “blessing”, particularly in its 
activities abroad — even a child can see this. 

In concluding this letter, to follow your ex- 
ample, I will ask you: can your hierarchical con- 
science even consider the KGB servants dressed in 
riassas and klobuks to indeed be the true spiritual 
leaders and heads of the Russian Church? Can it be 
that you don’t see that in this Soviet organization to 
which you have tied yourselves, a dead rat lies at the 
bottom? And if you don’t see this, or don’t wish to 
see it; if you prefer, as the Gospel says “to shut your 
eyes and cover you ears,” to somehow barricade 
yourselves off from this sad reality, then of course 
further talks would be completely pointless: there 
can. be no.discussion of-unification and especially: 
concelebration. 


Translated by Eugenia Chisholay from The Sermons and Teachings of. is Eminence Metropolitan Philaret, 
First Hierarch of the Russian Church Abroad, Volume II, p. 265ff. 
Published by the Committee of Russian Orthodox Youth, Russian Orthodox Church Abroad, 1989. 


“Everyone who cometh to me; and heareth My words, and doeth them, I will show you 
whom he is like: He is likea man building a house, who dug and went deep and laid a 
foundation on the rock. And after a flood arose, the river beat against that house, and yet 
it did not have strength enough to shake it, for it had been founded upon the rock” (Luke 
7:47-48). ... The explanation is obvious: The Church is often struck by distressful 
situations, but it isnot overthrown. If any believers are overcome by evils and yield, they 
surely did not belong to this house.. Ifthey had taken a stand upon the Rock of faith instead 
of the sand of faithlessness and inconstancy, they would have been absolutely incapable 
of ever being shaken.... We should note that this flood of temptations assails the Church 
in three ways: One is tempted, drawn on and lured by his own concupiscence (James 


1:14); one is worn down by the depravity of false brethren, or is assaulted by the moral 
snares of those outside the Church. In another place, the Lord calls these temptations the 
gates of Hades (Matt 16:18) and rightly so, for if victorious they drag us down to 
everlasting destruction. Although the gates of Hades strike her, they shall never prevail 


against her For she is able to say evucthfully to her Helper: “On a Rock hast Thou lifted 
me on high.” (Ps. 60:2) She is not corrupted by false brethren because she refutes the 
dogmas of heretics by believing properly, and she avoids the vicious example of some by 
living soberly and piously. 


— Ven. Bede of Jarrow (+735 AD) 


____y 
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EXPLANATION OF I TIMOTHY, CHAPTER 3 
BLESSED METROPOLITAN PHILARET OF NEW YORK 


“This know also, that in the last days perilous 
times shall come.” Did Apostle Paul have in mind 
specifically our times, or was he referring to even 
later days? In any case this warning absolutely 
applies to current times to a certain degree. All of 
us are noticing how this prediction is coming to 
pass. As it is written, “For men shall be lovers of 
their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blas- 
phemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy, without natural affection, truce-breakers, 
false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of 
those that are good, traitors, heady, high-minded, 
lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; hay- 
ing a form of godliness, but denying the power 
thereof; from such turn away” — here Apostle 
Paul briefly describes those times. 

You see for yourselves that this is like a photo- 
graph of our times. It is precisely those “nice” 
qualities enumerated by the holy Apostle Paul 
which are characteristic of our times. Long ago 
Bishop Theophan the Recluse had said that in the 
last times “there will be complete superficiality; it 
will appear that in church life there will be church 
ritual, temples, services will be held, etc..” But then 
the luminary added: “and with all of these church 
externals there will be a complete betrayal of the 
Spirit of Christ.” These words of the luminary 
Theofan seem to reveal to us what was spoken by 
Apostle Paul. They will not have a genuine power 
of piety, yet many beautiful words will be spoken. 

Did you notice how Metropolitan Iriney re- 
sponded to the appeal of the Sobor? As you know, the 
Pan-Abroad Sobor addressed both of the groups 
which had split away from the Church Abroad; the 
American Autocephaly and the schismatic Parisian 
Exarchate, with an appeal to reunite and return. At 
this point it should be noted that when the Sobor was 
composing these appeals, I did not have the slightest 
belief that they would be effective, because we know 
the mindset of the Autocephaly and Exarchate well. 
This mindset is such that appealing to them essen- 
tially means doing what the ancient Latin proverb 
warns against “do not attempt to persuade the un- 
willing!” This is likewise the case here. Metropolitan 


Iriney responded to us with sweet words of love, etc.: 
“how good and necessary it is that we should 
concelebrate, and commune in prayer and divine 
services,” while in essence he had responded, “we are 
not the Russian Church.” He speaks those beautiful, 
sweet words in a totally contemporary spirit: “how 
good it would be if we had joint prayer and services.” 

Wesenthima response in which we indicated that 
communion in prayer and divine services is the crown- 
ing end of an entire procedure, not its beginning, yet 
he wants to begin at the end. In order to be in joint 
concelebration, there is a sequence to undergo. You 
know yourselves how we exclaim at liturgy: “Let us 
love one another that with one mind we may confess.” 
This is the fundamental condition for joint prayerand 
concelebration, especially in liturgy “that with one 
mind we may confess.” It follows that common, joint 
prayer and divine services can only occur after oneness 
of mind is achieved. It would be on the basis of this 
oneness of mind that there could be joint prayer and 
divine service. At this time, however there is no 
oneness of mind. 

There are two cardinal issues: the first is the 
attitude toward the Moscow Patriarchate. We abso- 
lutely do not recognize the Moscow Patriarchate, nor 
will we ever recognize it as a legitimate representative 
of the Russian Church. These are bureaucrats of the 
godless Soviet government which created a hierar- 
chy. This does not mean that we accuse the entire 
Church of this, God forbid! But the hierarchy is the 
upper echelon at the service of the soviet regime, and 
they do exactly as they please. The American 
Autocephaly considers them to be a normal church 
leadership, the representative and head of the Rus- 
sian Orthodox Church and therefore accepted 
autocephaly from it. But we do not recognize it, 
hence it follows logically that we will never be able to 
recognize the autocephaly either. You see for your- 
selves that an entire chasm lies between us, and that 
first we must achieve unanimity on this issue and 
only then can we speak of concelebration. 

The second issue is that Father John of Kronstadt 
was glorified by us. He was a God-pleasing man, yet 
did they glorify him? You yourselves know that not 
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only did they not acknowledge this, but they raised 
opposition in the press while we were conducting the 
solemn service of his glorification! How can there be 
any thought of concelebration? Given the memory of 
Father John, how can we not conduct services to him?! 
We pray to him, as a glorified saint of God, while they 
serve panikhidas for him... 

While unanimity has not been achieved, there 
can be no union in prayer, for that is the last and 
final stage, yet Metropolitan Ireney states that it is 
necessary to establish concelebration: he begins at 
the end, rather than at the beginning. Nevertheless, 
he did respond to us, whereas the Paris Exarchate 
did not. I was told that there was some information 
from people who had recently returned from there, 


that Archbishop George, the head of the Exarchate, 


attacked our epistle during a festal celebration in. 


church. What’s more, he urged all his spiritual 
children to destroy any copies of that epistle. This 
is something savage! However, it should have been 
foreseen since the entire problem lies in the fact that 
the Exarchate has been filled by people of non- 
Russian origin, who tore away from Russia and 
probably rejected all Russian ideals and ideology. 
Thus we read in the epistle —- Apostle Paul 
warns that there. will be those “having a form of 
godliness, but denying the power thereof: from 
such turn away.” Likewise-it is evident here that the 
Lord has separated Himself from them. While it 
appears that they have services which basically 
resemble ours, yet these are merely externals.” 
“For of this sort are they which creep into 
houses, and lead captive silly women laden with 
sins, led away with divers lusts, ever learning, and 
-never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.” 
Among women, more so than men, there:are such 
who are seemingly interested in spiritual matters, 
read spiritual books, converse with elders, ascetics 
and monks, etc., however they remain the same in 
their sinful vanity. At one time the luminary 


Theophan the Recluse wrote toa sincere, seemingly. 


pious woman. She had written him that she sought 
the pious life, but the luminary Theophan says: 
“You are merely contemplating and talking, and are 
not seeking as one should.” 

“Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, 
so do these also resist the truth.” Who were these 


Jannes and Jambres that withstood Moses? Jannes 
and Jambres were the Pharaoh’s magicians. When 
Moses worked miracles, these magicians also worked . 
miracles. You recall that Moses cast his rod and it 
turned into a serpent. They also cast their rods which 
likewise turned into serpents. And what happened 
next? The rod of Moses swallowed them up. In this 
manner Jannes and Jambres challenged Moses. Here 
is the only source from which we know the names of 
these magicians, for they are not named in the Bible; 
in the Old Testament.it is described how they 
challenged Moses, but they are not named. You 
probably recall that they managed to conjure up a 
few plagues, imitating Moses, but they eventually 
stopped, saying, “This is the finger of God.” 

- “Just as those withstood Moses, so do these also 
resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate 
concerning the faith. But they will not succeed; for 
their folly will be revealed before all just as it was 
with the magicians.” The episode concerning the 
acceptance of autocephaly has shown the degree to 
which mankind has deteriorated spiritually. Also, 
many among our émigré population have also 
deteriorated, for as long as the American 
Metropolia existed, the Church Abroad could stiil 
have dialogue and in the Metropolia there were 
other Russians who in some way hinted at unifica- 
tion. But when they announced their autocephaly, - 
then those who still have.a Russian soul needed to 
leave immediately. It is clear that this autocephaly: 
was received form Patriarch Alexei, who did not 
deliver it personally, but through Kuroedov. The 
Moscow Patriarchate cannot make sudden moves, 


~ particularly abroad, without the blessing of the 


Soviet regime, which means the autocephaly was 
received from comrade Kuroedov, who is directly 
in control via the Soviet hierarchy. 

It would seem that all Russian people should 
have immediately distanced themselves, however 
this was not the case! Certain individual parishes 
joined us, but the overwhelming majority re- 
mained. They continue to attend services saying 
that there seems to be no interaction or union with 
the Moscow Patriarchate, communists or atheists 
from whom they received autocephaly. Further- 
more they view the soviet hierarchy as their mother 
church. And since the soviet hierarchy allows itself 
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to be led by the communists, then the entire matter 
becomes clear! However, they close their eyes and 
become like the ostrich who hides his head under 
his wing, for if they would protest this would 
involve trouble, complications and difficulties. 
They prefer to live in a state of blessed oblivion, as 
it is said “their folly shall be manifest unto all men.” 
And so it is concerning them, that eventually their 
folly became manifest; those who realized this folly 
left, but unfortunately they are few. 

“But thou hast fully known my doctrine, man- 
ner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, 
patience.” Apostle Paul says that Timothy turned 
out to be a worthy disciple of his great teacher. 
“Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at 
Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I 
endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me. 
Yea and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution.” Remember this text once and for 
all — this is a truth of life which always fulfills itself 
and is always made manifest in life through deeds. 

Do you recall yet another quote from the book 
of Acts of the Apostles, which in fact speaks about 
the same thing, except uses other words. In the 
fourteenth chapter of the Book of Acts it says how 
the apostles Paul and Barnabas completed their 
apostolic journey; upon returning they again 
passed through those cities where they had 
preached the Word of God: “Confirming the souls 
of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in 
the faith, and that we must through much tribula- 
tion enter into the kingdom of God.” You see, in 
essence this is the same thing, only the wording is 
different. “But evil men and seducers shall wax 
worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.” 

When the Lord Jesus Christ was foretelling the 
woes to His apostles, which they themselves would 
endure and the church in general, He said to them 
to embolden them: “I have told you all in advance,” 
i.e. | forewarn you. When a tribulation befalls a 
man suddenly, he could become disoriented and 
become downcast in spirit, but if he is forewarned 
of it, then he may face it boldly, being prepared. In 
the same manner here the Apostle forewarns: 
“When you see that the deceivers and evil men will 
have success,” he seems to be saying “do not be 
distressed by this — this will be, it is unavoidable, 


because there have always been souls which have no 
conviction, which do not love goodness and truth 
and for whom itis easy to believe any deceivers, who 
will speak to them, preaching not truth but false- 
hood.” “But continue thou in the things which 
thou hast learned and hast been assured of, know- 
ing of whom thou hast learned them; and that from 
a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which 
are able to make thee wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 

Next follows a very important text: “All scrip- 
ture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
tion in righteousness.” This is what he says about 
the Holy Scriptures. About which Scripture does 
the Savior speak? Clearly, it is the Old Testament 
Scriptures, because at the time there was no New 
Testament or Epistles yet. 

“That the man of God may be perfect, thor- 
oughly furnished unto all good works. I charge (an 
even stronger exhortation) thee therefore before 
God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, Who shall judge 
the quick and the dead at His appearing and his 
kingdom.” The Apostle reminds us here, “remem- 
ber, you will answer to the Dread Judge for how you 
fulfilled your duties. Preach the word; be instant in 
season, out of season.” Often in our lives a person 
is told, “now is not the time to be talking about 
this.” This is exactly what Apostle Paul is speaking 
about; that it is always the right time for a pastor to 
be doing his work. Let people think it’s the wrong 
time, but he mustat all times and everywhere act as 
a servant of the Church and speak what has been 
entrusted to him. “Be instant in season, out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine,” for the time will come, 
Apostle Paul again forewarns, when a true preacher 
will speak what he must speak, and few will hear 
him. The Apostle forewarns, “For the time will 
come when they will not endure sound doctrine; 
but after their own lusts shall they heap to them- 
selves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall 
turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be 
turned unto fables!” This is exactly like our days! 

The Parisian theologians who at one time held 
Metropolitan Evlogy in the palms of their hands 


and created a schism are even speaking of a “new 
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Pentecost”, that the Pentecost will occur again and 
a new turning point will emerge in church history! 
These are fables. There will never be any second 
Pentecost. “And they shall turn away their ears from 
the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. But 
watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the 
work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy 
ministry.” What the Apostle says here to Apostle 
Timothy applies to every pastor-server of the 
Church: be watchful, endure afflictions, for the 
many afflictions are necessary in order to enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Do the work of an evangelist 
and make full proof of thy ministry. 


Why does the Apostle speak so insistently - 


about this? Because this epistle is his pre-death 
epistle, the last, for later we will all see this. “For I 
am now ready to be offered, and the time of my 
departure is at hand.” This is the same as what the 
other great preéminent Apostle Peter wrote ‘in his 
second likewise pre-death epistle: “Knowing that 
shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as 
our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me.” Apostle 
Paul writes: “For I am now ready to be offered, and 
the time of my departure is at hand.” And next, see 
how blessed is the man who can say about himself 
what Apostle Paul said. Apostle Paul was the most 
humble and modest of men, yet see what words he 
speaks regarding himself: “I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the 
faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but 
unto all them also that love His appearing.” These 
last words are words of approval to Apostle Timo- 
thy: remember that this bright, marvelous lot 
awaits you, to receive the crown of righteousness, 
because Apostle Timothy, just as Apostle Paul also 
loved His appearing, z.e., to live for the sake of 
eventually greeting the One Who comes in glory to 
judge the living and the dead. “Do thy diligence to 
come shortly unto me: For Demas hath forsaken 
me, having loved this resent world.” Evidently he 
was a fellow-traveler of Apostle Paul, but found that 
working with him became burdensome because of 
the sorrows and difficulties of afflictions. He left, 
abandoning the work of spreading glad tidings, and 


became immersed in the mundane bustle of life. 


The Apostle says: “Demas..having loved this 
present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; 
Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia.” We 
shall soon examine Titus; there is another epistle 
addressed to him — he is one of the favorite 
disciples of Apostle Paul. “Only Luke is with me.” 

Do you recall Luke’s occupation? He was a 
physician, and Apostle Paul was a sickly man whose 
eyes caused him much pain after the vision in 
Damascus when he became blind. Later on 
throughout his life his eyes caused him constant 
suffering and in general his health was poor, while 
the Apostle and Evangelist Luke was a skilled 


physician and therefore was particularly valuable 


and accessible for Apostle Paul. He never aban- 
doned him, as is evident. 

“Take Mark, and Deng him with thee: for he is 
profitable to me for the rainistry.” When Apostle 
Paul was much younger and he travelled with 
Barnabas, Barnabas wished to take Mark along. 
Prior to this there had been an incident when Mark 
accompanied them, but then became frightened of 
the difficulties and dangers of apostolic service and 
ran away from them. Apostle Paul was very angry at 
him for this, and when Barnabas wanted to take 
him, he turned him away; he left us once and could 
leave us again. And so they didn’t take him along 
which caused such an argument and disagreement, 


that they parted ways. Apostle Paul took along Silus 


and set out anew, while Barnabas took along Mark. 
This had happened earlier, yet here the Apostle now 
writes: “Take Mark and bring him with thee: for he 
is profitable to me for the ministry. And Tychicus 
have I sent to Ephesus.” And the final instructions 
of the apostle: “The cloak that I left at Troas with 
Carpus, when thou comest, bring with thee, and 
the books, but especially the parchments.” Nowa- 
days it is easy to order vestments, but at that time it 
was notso simple, particularly since the apostles did 
“And the books, but espe- 
cially the parchments” —- the Apostle does not 
specify here what these books were. 


not have large means. 


“Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: 


_the Lord reward him according to his works!” As it 


is said, “Vengeance be lonierk unto Me, I will 
recompense, saith the Lord.” And Apostle Paul i in 
his epistle to the Hebrews says, “Seek not to avenge 
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yourselves, beloved, but make way for the wrath of 
God, for it is written: vengeance belongeth unto 
Me, I will recompense, saith the Lord.” Likewise, 
here the Apostle also says: “the Lord reward him 
according to his works: of whom be thou ware 
also,” warns Apostle Paul, “for he hath greatly 
withstood our words. At my first answer no man 
stood with me, but all men forsook me.” 

The Apostle was experiencing something simi- 
lar to what happened to His Divine Teacher in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. Do you remember how the 
Evangelist John says: “having forsaken Him, they 
all fled”? They became afraid and so they scattered. 
Itis the same here. When the apostles had to appear 
before Caesar the emperor for questioning, every- 
one scattered. Why? Who was Caesar at that time? 
It was Nero, the most vicious persecutor of Chris- 
tians, as you know. The Apostles’ fellow-travellers 
were stricken with fear and abandoned him — “but 
all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be 
laid to their charge.” Here the Apostle asks the Lord 
not to punish them for this, just as his great kins- 
man Archdeacon Stephen cried out while he was 
being stoned: “Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge.” “Notwithstanding the Lord stood with 
me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching 
might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles 
might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of 
the lion.” What does this mean? This means that 
the lion seized him yet he managed to escape. Of 
whom does he speak? He speaks of Nero. “And the 
Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will 
preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom 
be glory for ever and ever. Amen.” 

The Apostle sees that the end of his life draws 
near, but even now does not rely upon himself even 
though he was a man made strong by spiritual 
labor. Even so he does not say that he will restrain 
himself from every evil work, but “the Lord shall 
deliver me from every evil work.” Such was always 
the humility of genuine spiritually lofty people. 

There is a known case related in the Lives of the 


Saints regarding the repose of St. Macarius the 
Great. Of course, you know that when a man dies 
and his soul is departing to the heavenly realm, 
there is an attempt to thwart this in the toll houses. 
By whom? By the devil. But when Saint Macarius 
died and the angels carried his soul into the Heav- 
enly Kingdom, the evil spirits retreated because 
they could make no accusations against the great 
spiritual laborer, and they could only scream as they 
watched him ascend, enveloped in light: 
“Macarius, what an honor you have earned.” And 
the laborer humbly responded: “I don’t know, I 
don’t know of anything good to my credit.” And 
further (the Life relates) that when the angels 
joyously led him into the gates of the Heavenly 
Kingdom, the evil spirits below shouted: “You have 
conquered us, Macarius.” And then the humble 
laborer said: “Being covered by the grace of my 
Lord, I avoided your snares!” So even the Apostle 
says: “I never succumbed to any evil work.” “And 
the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and 
will preserve me unto His heavenly kingdom.” 
Father John of Kronstadt wrote on several occa- 
sions in his diary: “I thank the Lord, that the Lord 
preserved me from many sins, and if not for Thy 
grace, O Lord, I would have committed every sin 
possible. Glory be to Him unto the ages of ages. 
Amen.” 

The Apostle does not finish there although 
certain words are conclusive in quality. He adds yet 
a few more words: “Salute Prisca and Aquila, and 
the household of Onesiphorus. Erastus abode at 
Corinth: but Trophimus have I left at Miletum 
sick.” The Apostle does not forget anyone and 
speaks of all his fellow-travellers: “Do thy diligence 
to come before winter. Eubulus greeteth thee, and 
Pudens, and Linus, and Claudia, and all the breth- 
ren.” Each one of those at the time was with an 
Apostle. “The Lord Jesus Christ be with thy spirit. 
Grace be with you. Amen.” Thus ends the epistle of 
Apostle Paul to Timothy — the second among the 
pastoral Epistles. 


Translated by Eugenia Chisholm from The Sermons and Teachings of His Eminence Metropolitan Philaret, First Hierarch of 
the Russian Church Abroad, Volume II, , pp 240-248. 
Published by the Russian Orthodox Youth Committee under the Russian Orthodox Church Abroad, 1989. 


THE APPEAL OF THE CLERGY OF THE ISHIM-SIBERIA DIOCESE 
OF THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OUTSIDE RUSSIA 
TO HIS EMINENCE, BISHOP EVTIKHY OF ISHIM AND SIBERIA 


This is the text of an Appeal to our hierarch, 
Bishop Evtikhy of Ishim and Siberia. It was delivered 
to him at the pastoral conference and contains the 
signatures of the clergy of the diocese who wished to join 
the Appeal. This Appeal was handed to Vladika 
Evtikhy by his brother, Protopriest Mikhail 
Kurochkin. Since then, much time has passed and no 
response has been received. We bring this text to your 
attention. The Appeal is intentionally executed in a 
tone of filial love and respect, since we do not share 
those offensive and brazen expressions which have been 
used lately on the internet. No matter how circum- 
stances develop, we feel that this polemic should be 
conducted within the framework of church ethics, and 
not in the style of party meetings. Nonetheless, we do 
not support the course of immediate unification with 
the Moscow Patriarchate, and many among us are 
completely against any type of unification. We also 
express gratitude to all those whose labor and materials 
were used in composing this Appeal. May the Lord 
save you! ; 


“But when they deliver you up, take no 
thought how or what ye shal! speak; for it shall 
be given you in that same hour what ye shali 


speak.” (Matt 10:19) 


“...Put up again thy sword into his place: for 
all they that take the sword shall perish with the 
sword.” (Matt 26:52) 


Your Eminence, our deeply-respected and beloved 
Viadiko! 


The clergy of our diocese appeal to You with the 
bold plea to hear and attend to our general opinion 
regarding events which occurred in our diocese 
which you directly initiated after the conclusion of 
the IV Pan-Abroad and Hierarchical Sobor of 
ROCOR. We realize that in a sense we are proceed- 
ing contrary to Your will and Your aspirations, but 
most humbly beseech You to hear our conciliar 


opinion. We ask You, Vladiko, that you not 
number us in advance among heretics and schis- 
matics, but to hear us out as Your longtime friends 
and disciples. Even the holy apostles dared to 
address the Savior and contradict Him because they 
misunderstood Him, and the Savior patiently and 
lovingly instructed His disciples and did not reject 
them. Then to whom, if not You, Vladiko, our 
Hierarch Pastor, can we turn with our distresses 
and hopes. We are people of various personalities 
and accumulated knowledge, but we have all been 
united by common worry over the fate of our 


Ishim-Siberia Diocese of ROCOR. 


Upon the conclusion of the lV Pan-Abroadand 
Hierarchical Sobors of ROCOR, which undoubt- 
edly proceeded under the banner ofa desired recon- 
ciliation of “both parts of the Russian Church” on 
the basis of “unity in truth and love,” we read Your 
statement, which essentially contradicted the Reso- 
lution of the Pre-Sobor diocesan meeting on No- 
vember 23, 2005. At that time, You probably 
recall, the diocesan meeting together with You at 
the head, arrived at a common decision on the 

impossibility of establishing eucharistic commun- 
ion with ROC MP at the current tirnme, because of 
its membership and active participation in the 
activities of the WCC, and because of the lack of a 
conciliar, clearly stated and vocal condemnation of 
the church policy of Metropolitan Sergius 
(Starogorodsky). The opinion of our diocesan 
meeting was completely confirmed by the Pan- 
Abroad and Hierarchical Sobors of ROCOR, and 
statements to the press by the First Hierarch of 
ROCOR, Metropolitan Laurus and other hier- 
archs, clergy and laity of ROCOR. In other words, 
we stand in our opinion on common church and 
~ conciliar positions expressed by the majority of 
ROCOR members. In the epistle of the Hierarchi- 
cal Sobor we heard an appeal to “proceed prudently 
upon the path of reconciliation” and to take any 
action “upon the satisfactory and mutually- 


acceptable resolution of remaining problems. They 
are well known and clearly outlined.” So that truly 
“A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax 
shall he not quench, till he send forth judgment 
unto victory.” (Matt. 12:20). 

But to our bewilderment and grief, soon after 
these aforementioned events we learned of Your 
change in attitude toward the process of unifica- 
tion between ROC MP and ROCOR. As we 
understood it, You expressed your deep conviction 
to “enable” the desired unification with ROC MP 
“as soon as possible” without waiting for an exhaus- 
tive resolution of issues which separate us. With 
this goal, on June 7", You issued an Address to the 
pastors and flock of our diocese, which contains, in 
our opinion, an extensive instruction on the self- 
liquidation of the Ishim-Siberian diocese of 
ROCOR. You explain the need for such a move as 
the “sum of changes” in ROC MP on one hand, 
which “eliminated the causes of separation,” and on 
the other hand “the will of God.” 

Your Eminence, permit us to express our dis- 
agreement in this matter. Do not judge so strictly, 
for the polemic on this problem has affected broad 
circles of church society! Not long ago we witnessed 
the objections of Protopriest Nikolay Artemov 
against Bishop Agafangel and other no less lively 
debates on the problem of the unification of 
ROCOR and MP. And in our Appeal we do not 
have the intention of hurting you or becoming an 
insurmountable obstacle in Your path, but merely 
wish to prevent unnecessary and very painful dis- 
agreements. Therefore... 

One cannot seriously speak of the MP leader- 
ship withdrawing from ecumenism if the MP itself 
continues to be a member and participates actively 
in the heretical World Council of Churches, sign- 
ing dubious “convergence statements” with Protes- 
tants, in which the latter are empowered to repri- 
mand their dogmatic errors (refer to Father Viktor 
Dobrov’s report at the IV Pan-Abroad Sobor on the 
joint documents adopted at the IX WCC Assembly 
in Porto Alegre, Brazil February 14-23 of this year 
(published in Living Orthodoxy #151) and the 
explanation in this regard on the internet site of the 


ROC MP Synod of Bishops by Vladika Hilarion 


Alfeev). Such a practice not only does not serve the 
preaching of Orthodoxy in the heterodox midst, but 
on the contrary directly prompts heretics to stagnate 
in their errors and increasingly spread them among 
people who have not become strengthened spiritu- 
ally, multiplying the already innumerable sects and 
“churches”, preparing for the coming of the anti- 
Christ. Therefore, “not one of the prominent part- 
ners in this dialogue has come over to the side of 
Orthodoxy in the last decades,” — summarized the 
First Hierarch of ROCOR, Metropolitan Laurus in 
the June 6", 2006 interview. 

As previously, the problem of “segianism” is as 
acute as it has ever been, if not worse. Also despite 
the partial glorification of the New Martyrs and the 
Royal Family in 2000 (the name of Metropolitan 
Joseph of Petrograd — the principled and irrecon- 
cilable opponent of “sergianism” was deleted from 
the Menaion), a conciliar, clear and vocal condem- 
nation of the church policy of “lies for the sake of 
salvation” and its documented confirmation (the 
notorious “Declaration of 1927”) did not follow. 


What is horrifying is that it is quite likely that 
in the foreseeable future there will not be a 
Pomestny Sobor of Russian Orthodox Church 
since the Moscow Patriarchate leadership has ex- 
erted every effort against this possibility, having 
adopted the absolutely unlawful Ustav in 2000. 
We know that since 1990 not a singe Pomestny 
ROC MP Sobor has been convened, although 
according to the ROC MP 1988 Ustav, they must 


be convened no less that once every five years! 


We quote (from the statutes): 
“II. POMESTNY SOBOR 

1. In the Russian Orthodox Church the su- 
preme authority in the realm of dogma, church 
leadership and ecclesiastical court — legislative, 
executive and judicial — belongs to the Pomestny 
Sobor. 

2. The Sobor is convoked by the Patriarch 
(Locum Tenens) and the Holy Synod as is neces- 
sary, but not less than once every five years, consist- 
ing of hierarchs, clergy, monastics, laity, etc..” 


The MP itself regarded the 1988 Ustav, let us 
say, without particular reverence. Primarily this 
concerns the chapter on Pomestny Sobors. The last 
such Sobor was convoked in 1990 on the occasion 
of electing a new patriarch. The Pomestny Sobor 
planned for 2000 was “cut back” to a Hierarchical 
Sobor by the decision of the Holy Synod on July 
18-19, 1999. 

In an interview to the newspaper “Reigning 

us’” (#9, 1999), then Moscow Patriarchate direc- 
tor of affairs Metropolitan Sergii announced: the 
reason is simple — there is no church facility which 
could accommodate the delegates. 

Here is how the rules for convoking Pomestny 
Sobors have changed since then in the 2000 Ustav: 


“Il. POMESTNY SOBOR : 

1. In the Russian Orthodox Church the su- 
preme authority in the realm of dogma and canoni- 
cal structure belongs to the Pomestny Sobor. 

2. The frequency of convoking Pomestny 
Sobors is determined by the Hierarchical Sobor. In 
exceptional cases a Pomestny Sobor may be con- 
voked by the Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia 
(Locum Tenens) and the Holy Synod. The 
Pomestny Sobor consists of hierarchs, representa- 
tives of the clergy, monastics and laity whose num- 
ber and order are determined by the Hierarchical 
Sobor.... In the event that the. Pomestny Sobor is 
convoked by the Patriarch of Moscow and all 


Russia (Locum Tenens) and the Holy Synod, sug- _ 


gestions on the itinerary, agenda, regulation of 
sessions and structure of the Pomestny Sobor are 
confirmed by the Hierarchical Sobor, a session of 
which is compulsory prior to the Pomestny Sobor.” 

First of all, the reasonable question arises: of 
course, the Hierarchical Sobor can edit a current 
Ustav — but the new edition can only take effect 
after approval by a Pomestny Sobor. Here is the 
solution which was found (we quote from Church 
Law, Protopriest V. Tsipin”): 

*,..In the last chapter of the “Ustav’ itstates that 
from the moment when the current Ustav is 
adopted, the Ustav on ruling the Russian Orthodox 
Church adopted by the Pomestny Sobor of June 
8th, 1988 expires.” The right to make amendments 


to the Ustav is conceded to, the Hierarchical Sobor. 
Previously, this had been within the competence of 
the Pomestny Sobor. Therefore, in order not to 
create a contradiction with the tenets of the previ- 
ous Ustav the Hierarchical Sobor of 2000 issued a 
special ruling that the current Ustav would be 
reviewed and ratified by the next Pomestny Sobor, 
after which this supremely important legislative 
function (the adoption of the Ustav and its amend- 
ment) will ultimately become the exclusive domain 
of the Hierarchical Sobor.” 

In a real life scenario, this is about the same as 

filing for divorce and, without waiting for the case 
to be heard, immediately demanding registration 
of a new marriage... 
In this manner, the Ustav of 2000, which 
contains changes to the regulations.on convoking 
Sobors,.is absolutely illegitimate. Nonetheless, in 
the church life of the Moscow Patriarchate, in the 
press and in official hierarchical epistles there are 
constant references to the Ustav of 2000. And You, 
Vladiko are advising us to enter this lawless orga- 
nization immediately? 


Furthermore, 73 years after the publication of . 
the “Declaration of 1927”, a document which is 
humiliating for the Orthodox Church, in the Mos- 
cow Church Herald #20(38),1990, the official pub- 
lication of the MP it states: “the person who said, 
‘the Church in the USSR is free’ said the absolute 
truth.” . 

Even to this day the MP ies not called . 
sergianism a base and brazen lie. At the Hierarchi- 
cal Sobor of ROC MP in 2000 only a bashful 
“Social Concept” was adopted about the possible 
resistance against the will of the state in the event of 
open persecution. But from the experience of the 
Orthodox Church we know that the coerced recog- 
nition of a sin and repentance for that sin are two 
different things. Vladiko, You tried to persuade us 
tnat the “Social Concept” adopted by the MP in 
2000 completely cancels out the Declaration of 
Metropolitan Sergius. But we know that sin can 
only be defeated by repentance which is pure of 


. heart. But this is not the case and hope is waning 


that such a thing will ever happen. This indicates 


= 29. 


that the absence of public repentance for the sin of 
“sergianism” in the MP, given a change in the 
political situation, will unavoidably resurrect to life 
the events of 80 years ago. 

Regarding the Serbian “confessor” Church 
which you mentioned, the Serbian Church may be 
called a confessor without quotation marks, but 
only that inner part of it which You, Vladiko spoke 
of in Your marvelous and touching pre-Sobor 
epistle, when You spoke of our Church, hidden and 
suffering within the apparatus known as the “Mos- 
cow Patriarchate” — the same one which will never 
become a free Russian or Serbian Orthodox 
Church if we surrender, yield and forget. And then 
the blood of the new martyrs, the sufferings of the 
people are in vain; then all of our actions would be 
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit! And why did 
they go to their death? Precisely because of this: 


“..Do not judge me strictly and clearly absorb the 

following: 
1. lam nota schismatic at all, nor do I call for 
a schism, but for the purification of the Church 
from those who sew real schism and bring it 
about. 
2. Indicating another’s error and incorrectness 
is not a schism, but merely the bridling of an 
unruly horse. 
3. The refusal to accept healthy reproaches and 
instructions is truly a schism and the trampling 
of truth. 
4, In structuring Church life, the participants 
are not only those on top, but the entire body 
of the Church, but he who assumes unautho- 
rized rights which exceed his authority and 
dares to speak things on behalf of the Church 
which are not shared by the rest of his brethren 
is a schismatic. 
5. Metropolitan Sergius showed himself to be 
such a schismatic, vastly exceeding his powers 
and disdaining the voice of many luminaries in 
whose midst pure Truth was preserved.” 


These are the words of the Hieromartyr Metro- 
politan Joseph of Petrograd. This is what he teaches 
us. Howcan we forget his final epistle before death? 


Holy Vladiko! We beseech you to look at the 
disastrous situation to which You are condemning 
us by Your latest decrees. Your “Address to the 
pastors and flock” and advisory letters prepared for 
us containing threats of canonical punitive mea- 
sures; the address demands that we sign an oath of 
loyalty to You and to Your chosen course of imme- 
diate union with the MP instead of remaining in 
parishes in the ROCOR diocese entrusted to You 
— this is nothing other than a real continuation of 
the policy of the misfortunate Metropolitan 
Sergius. We say to You directly and openly — this 
is Sergianism! It is that same Sergianism about 
which You recently wrote: 


“It was not I who said the words: ‘Persistence in 
Sergianism is heresy,’ but even I will say: “Truth- 
fully it is so’, and I will sign under these words. 


+Bishop Evtikhy.” 


And forgive us for the reminder, this is not the 
first case when You resorted to this practice, and we 
are not the first to tell You directly about 
Sergianism. Remember the events of recent years 
and look at where they have brought us. Vladiko, 
it is sad to speak to You about this, but every word 
written or spoken by You may affect the fate of any 
person in an unpredictable way. So is it worth it to 
act rashly, proliferating schisms and multiplying 
heresy? Vladiko, now we are appealing to You, the 
same people who until recently were by Your side 
and many of whom are Your disciples. In a certain 
sense we are Your progeny and, simply put, Your 
very words and deeds have now been reflected and 
returned in a boomerang effect to You. And now 
we are in fear and confusion not even for ourselves, 
but for those people who believed us and followed 
us into the Russian Orthodox Church Abroad! 
They went in search of truth and spiritual purity. 
They went voluntarily without threats or entice- 
ments, bans or forms. And now You are practically 
dragging us by force into the Moscow Patriarchate, 
threatening us with suspensions, defrocking and in 
the best case to resign! What should we tell our 
flock? That they are too few in number to matter, 
as Protopriest A. Lebedev said, comparing the size 


as) ee 


of ROCOR and MP? In no case do we consider 
ourselves to be schismatics and are merely remain- 
ing on those positions because of which we actually 
came into ROCOR. We carefully read over the 
documents of the Sobors and statements of Vladika 
Metropolitan and did not find anything confirm- 
ing Your chosen course. 

We did not say the words: “Sergianism was a 
betrayal of Christ on the basis of conformity with 
the spirit of this world,” but each one of us will sign 
under those words. And ifwe were to agree with 
Your course today, we will arrive on the straight and 
wide road leading directly into the clutches of the 
prince of this world. 


And finally, the last item: On the will of God. 
Forgive us, Vladiko, we entreat You! Perhaps this 
will be most painful for You to hear. But do not 


rush to punish us and cut us off from Youlikea sick ~ 


limb! We permitted ourselves to write in the 


epigraph of our epistle to You, the words of the 


Savior, in order that we might again remember that 
most difficult moment in the history of mankind, 
the fulfillment of God’s will. That moment, when 
the Savior prayed on bended knees to the point of 
blooded sweat, saying “Father, if Thou be willing; 
remove this cup from Me: nevertheless not My will, 
but Thine, be done.” (Luke 22:42). But it was at 
that very moment that Christ asks His disciple to 
put down the sword, not to be violénz; for the will 
of the Lord was being fulfilled. He speaks of being 


capable of summoning a legion of angels to His 


defense, but does not do this. ‘The Savior could ~ 


have forced everyone through His will to forsake 
the life of sin. But He preferred to fulfill the will of 


His Father, without murmuring, as a true lamb 


prepared for the slaughter. And then He said to His 
disciple: “Suffer ye thus far.” (Luke 22:51) 

And more: “But how then shall the scriptures 
be fulfilled, that thus it must be?” (Matt 26:54) and 
“the cup which My Father hath given Me, shall I 
not drink it?” John 18:11). The Savior gives us an 
example of perfect submission to the will of God, 
without coercing our neighbor or our opponent. 


- And in that terrifying instant He is ‘against any 


violence and is merciful to His torturers. We beg 


~ you, Vladiko, to remember these words of the 
- Savior, when you wish to cut off those who do not 
¥. 


agree with You, for we feel within ourselves 
strength and boldness to say to You, that the time 
has not come for rushed unification with the MP; 


- that the salvific work of restoring the unity of the 


Russian church may only be on the foundation of 
Truth. Remember that Christ did not resist the will 
of the Father, nor did He rush events; and He even ~ 
prayed that the cup be removed. Do not rush 
events either, even if You sincerely feel that the Lord 
Himself indicated a course of action to You. 

We beseech You, Vladiko, to remember who it 


' was that achieved his goals by any means; whose 


slogan was “you can’t make omelets without break- 
ing eggs.” Do not liken us and our parishioners to 
those eggs! Let us remember the words of St. 


~ Gregory the Theologian: “There can be marvelous 


disagreement: and most perditious: unanimity.” 


~ Yow always taught us to follow the royal path. May 


we not be tempted by the broad path no matter to 


* what good goals itmay lead. Let us find comfort in 


the words of Christ: “but he that endureth to the 
end shall be saved.” (Matt 10:22). 


With love in the Lord 
and asking Your holy prayers. Amen 


Posted at: http://sobor2006. livejournal.com 


HOMILY ON THE SUNDAY OF THE FOREFATHERS 
FR. DAVID MOSER 


Today begins our preparation for the incarna- 
tion of our Lord. On this Sunday the Church 
brings to our attention the Holy Forefathers of 
Christ. These are the holy ones who preceded His 
coming and who prepared the way for Him. They 
are those who are counted righteous according to 
their faith. Next Sunday we will recall another 
group of people, the ancestors of Christ — those 
who were his forefathers according to the flesh. But 
today it is given to us to ponder the spiritual 
preparation for the coming of Christ. 

One very important thing to note is that the 
preparation for the coming of the Messiah began 
from the very beginning of time. In the hymns for 
today, among those whom we call into our remem- 
brance is Adam the first created man. Even from his 
time are the spiritual foundations of the prepara- 
tion for our Lord Jesus Christ’s coming being laid. 
And those foundations are set by all of those who 
“shone forth before the Law and under the Law 
that, by their upright will, were pleasing unto the 
Lord and Master Who shone forth from the Virgin, 
and who now delight in unwaning enlightenment.” 

Chief among those who are remembered are 
the Prophet Daniel and the Three Holy Children. 
Indeed, they are singled out in such a manner that 
there is a whole additional set of hymns which refer 
to them alone. What is it that caused these particu- 
lar saints to be so singled out? 

The Holy Prophet Daniel is set apart in that to 
him was revealed the meaning of certain dreams. 
How, you might reasonably ask, is the interpreta- 
tion of dreams related to the incarnation of God? 
Dreams are a series of symbolic images. Usually 
they arise from the mind of a person and symboli- 
cally reflect the experiences, thoughts and emotions 
that the person has experienced in his life, particu- 
larly in the recent past. But sometimes — rarely — 
dreams are a vehicle by which spiritual things are 
made known. When this occurs, these spiritual 
truths are often concealed within symbolic mean- 
ings. In order to properly understand them, their 


meaning must be revealed by the Holy Spirit. 
(I want to make it perfectly clear here that we are 
not to search for such revelations, and that they 
rarely occur. The fathers of the Church tell us in 
fact that should we have a dream which we think 
may have such a mystical meaning, we should reject 
it outright, for the danger of deception is great, and 
a meaningless dream can become an instrument by 
which the demons capture our mind and heart and 
lead us astray). 

However, the Holy Prophet Daniel is honored 
because through his prayer and spiritual struggle he 
had become a pure and holy soul, and was therefore 
able to see clearly the mystery revealed by God in 
the dream of the ruler of Babylon. The dream, 
revealing the coming of our Lord and of the judg- 
ment ofall mankind, had so disturbed the king that 
he sought someone to tell him the meaning. But he 
also recognized that the proper interpretation of 
such a dream could only be had if it were revealed 
by God — for the human mind is not capable of 
deducing such truth on its own. He set up a 
criterion that he might know that the interpreta- 
tion of the dream was revealed by God: so also must 
the content of the dream be revealed by God to its 
interpreter — the king would not tell the content of 
the dream to those who would attempt to interpret. 
The king was not trying to be difficult or cute, but 
rather, recognizing that if indeed there was a true 
meaning to this dream, that meaning must come by 
revelation and if God can reveal the meaning of the 
dream, certainly He can also reveal its content. 

Only Daniel was of a sufficiently pure spiritual 
condition that he could properly perceive the rev- 
elation of God. Daniel made clear that which was 
revealed only in images and symbols. So also the 
nature of God and of our salvation is revealed by the 
Holy Prophets in images and symbols, and the 
incarnation revealed the meaning contained in 
those images. Daniel, the interpreter of dreams, 
revealed the hidden truth plainly, not because he 
was smart and had studied psychology and the 


ae Dee 


meaning of dreams, nor because he was wise and 


could “read between the lines” but rather because 
he was holy and pure and could hear plainly the 
Word of God in his heart. | 

So also, the most holy Virgin is pure and holy 
and she, through her obedience arid purity, was 


granted to be the one through whom God, Who is 


beyond human comprehension, became man and. 
was revealed to us. For this reason — because by . 


his holiness the prophet Daniel revealed the mys- 


teries of God and declared them plainly to the 


world and in so doing joined the Most Holy 
Theotokos who also because of her holiness re- 


ther of Christ. 
The Three Holy Children also are set apart as 


ones who revealed heavenly truths. . They were so 
purified by their fasting and ascetic laborandhadso - 


conquered their passions that they drew near to 


God. They were filled with the love of God which, 


_ burned so intensely in them that mere worldly fire 
_ was to them as cool as dew. Standing within the 
flames they were filled with the fire of love for God 
and became like the bush that. was burned and yet 
not consumed. This image of the burning bush is 
consistently presented by the Church to us as an 
image of the Mother of God who is the “unburnt 


bush” who contains Him Who is fire, but yet is- 
herself not consumed because of her purity and. 


holiness. Through the fire: of God’s presence in her, 


she revealed to the world God Himself, the all- = 


consuming fire. She was not consumed by this fire 
for. by her ascetic and spiritual struggle she had 
readied herself to receive God. When the Holy One 
descended upon her and took up His abode within 
her womb, she became like Him and so was-not — 
consumed, for there was nothing in her that was 
alien to God. So was it also with the Three Holy 


Youths, who by their fasting and spiritual struggle 


had alienated themselves from the things of this 
world, so that the worldly flames could no more 


harm them. Rather, they were filled with but not 


_ consumed by the fire of God’s love, and as a result 
_ revealed in that fire the mystery of God. 

vealed the incomprehensible God to the word =... - 
is the Holy Prophet Daniel singled out as a forefa- 


The hymns teach us that while they were in the 
flames, the Three Holy Youths became.an image . 
revealing the mystery of the Holy Trinity to the 
world. Not only that, but they were joined in the 


_ fire by another who appeared in the flame — the 


Son, God Himself, Who in this fashion revealed his 
future incarnation. But there was no one there to 
understand the mystery, and only now in looking 
back can we, who have the benefit of the self 
revelation of God in His incarnation, see these 
images that were cast upon the world. 

. The prophet Daniel and the Three Holy Chil- 
dren are singled out by the Church for us not only as 
images of the incarnation, butalso as promises. They 


_ show us.the promise of our salvation when we too, by 


the grace of God, become pure and holy and so filled’ 


with the love of God that we can see Him clearly, face 
_to face — that we can stand within the fire of His 
presence and not be consumed, but rather become 
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like Him and be transformed into His likeness. This 
is the promise of our salvation: that we too, like the 
Holy Virgin Mary, will contain the uncontainable; 
we too will partake of fire and not be consumed, but 
like the bush of old will be bedewed by His grace. 
And this promise is net limited to the future when we 
shall stand befere God in judgment, but rather is 
extended to us here and now. “The Kingdom of 
Heaven is at hand” our Lord said. 

indeed this is made present for us here in the 
Divine Liturgy. Through our participation in the 
Divine Liturgy we move from this world into the 
Heavenly Kingdom, where we stand before God 
face to face and where those who have prepared 
themselves will receive God Himself in the Holy 
Mysteries. in receiving the Holy Mysteries, the 
very Body and Blood of Christ, we imitate the 


Mother of God, who took God within her own 
body and yet was not destroyed, but rather became 
filled with the flame of His presence. We too dare 
to take this all-consuming fire within ourselves, 
trusting not in our own wisdom and strength but 
rather in the grace and mercy of God, that we will 
not be destroyed by fire but rather be purified and 
transformed by His presence within us. 

This then is the promise of the Holy Prophet 
Daniel and the Three Holy Children, echoed by all 
the forefathers of Christ and actualized, made real, 
before us by the Ever-Virgin Mary, the Theotokos. 
We too are given the chance to experience God’s 
presence within us. If we prepare, the fire of His 
presence will not scorch us but rather will enter into 
all our members, and we will be transformed, 
becoming like Him. 


For our brothers and¥ 
sisters of the Haitian ‘ 
Orthodox Mission, 
with love in the Feast! 


Just consider 

the possibilities 
if 200 families 
did the same! 


TRULY A GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GIVING! 


January 2006 
Dear Fr. Gregory, © 
Once again, we managed to collect donations from 
our family and friends instead of giving Christmas 
gifts. The idea really caught on this year, and we 
managed to collect about $1000 which, I think, is 
almost double that for last year. Please put the 
money to use as you see fit for the needs of the 
Haitian Orthodox Mission. Oh yes, and please 
pray for us! 
Gregory and family 


{ ] Yes... want to pledge support for the Haitian Orthodox Mission! Please record my pledge through Decem- 
ber 2006 for a contribution of [ } $209 [ ] $100 [ ] $50 [ ] other amount ( ) monthly, by | }] check or 
| ] MasterCard/VISA (number below). I enclose my first month’s pledge for ____. (You may of course 
choose a dedicated use beiow tf you wish.) 


}[ | Yes... 1 want to make a one-time contribution toward the capital expenses of the Haitian Orthodox Mission, in the 
amount of [ } $1000 [ }] $500 [ ] $250 [ ] $100 [ ] other amount ( ), for which I enclose my 
{ ] check [ ] MasterCard/VISA (number below). I would Jike my contribution to be used tor [ ] support of the church- 
related schuols [{ | purchase and construction of church/mission sites [ ] transportation funds for faithful living at long 
distances from the church [ | aid to MEPE (Children’s Movement fcr Protection of the Environment) [ ] however needed. 


Name:Address: 
City/State/ZiP: 

Telephone: 

MasterCard/ VISA number: 
Expiration date: _/_ 


Please mail to: 

Haitian Crthodox Mission 
1186 Orthodox Way 
Liberty, TN 37095 


